《Scofield Reference Notes – Micah》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Micah 

Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah over Judah, and of Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea over Israel 2 Kings 15:23-30 ; 17:1-6 . He was a prophet in Judah Jeremiah 26:17-19 but the book called by his name chiefly concerns Samaria. 

Micah falls into three prophetic strains, each beginning, "Hear": 

1. 1:1-2:13 

2. 3:1-5:15 

3. 6:1-7:20 

The events recorded Micah cover a period of 40 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
1:6  Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. 

Therefore 

In Micah 1:6-16 the Assyrian invasion is described. Cf. 2 Kings 17:1-18 . This is the local circumstance which gives rise to the prophecy of the greater invasion in the last days. Micah 4:9-13 and of the Lord's deliverance at Armageddon. ; Revelation 16:14 ; 19:17 . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:12  I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 

remnant 

(See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") 

03 Chapter 3 
3:12  Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 

Therefore 

Prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem, fulfilled A.D. 70. Cf. Daniel 9:26 

04 Chapter 4 
4:1  But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

mountain 

General predictions concerning the kingdom. In Scripture a mountain is the symbol of a great earth power Daniel 2:35, hills, of smaller power. The prediction asserts 

(1) the ultimate establishment of the kingdom, with Jerusalem for the capital ( Micah 4:1 ); 

(2) the universality of the future kingdom ( Micah 4:2 ); 

(3) its character--peace ( Micah 4:3 ); 

(4) its effect--prosperity ( Micah 4:4 ) 4). Cf. ; Isaiah 2:1-5 ; 11:1-12 

it shall be exalted See "remnant" (See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") 

4:10  Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies. 

redeem 

Heb. "goel," Redemp. (Kinsman type). (See Scofield "Isaiah 59:20") . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:1  Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 

Now 

The "word of the Lord that came to Micah" Micah 4:1 having described the future kingdom Micah 4:1-8 and glanced at the Babylonian captivities Micah 4:9-10 goes forward into the last days to refer to the great battle (see "Armageddon,") Revelation 16:14, (See Scofield "Revelation 19:17") which immediately precedes the setting up of the Messianic kingdom (see "Kingdom (O.T.)," Genesis 1:26 See Scofield " Zechariah 12:8 " also, "Kingdom (N.T.), ; Luke 1:31-33 ; 1 Corinthians 15:28 . 

Micah 5:1 Micah 5:2 forms a parenthesis in which the "word of the Lord" goes back from the time of the great battle (yet future) to the birth and rejection of the King, Messiah-Christ Matthew 27:24 Matthew 27:25 Matthew 27:37 . This is followed by the statement that He will "give them up until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth" ( Micah 5:3 ). There is a twofold "travail" of Israel: 

(1) that which brings forth the "man child" (Christ) Revelation 12:1 Revelation 12:2 and 

(2) that which, in the last days, brings forth a believing "remnant" out of the still dispersed and unbelieving nation Micah 5:3 ; Jeremiah 30:6-14 ; Micah 4:10 . Both aspects are combined in Isa. 66. In Micah 5:7 we have the "man-child" (Christ) of Revelation 12:1 Revelation 12:2 in Micah 5:8-24 the remnant, established in kingdom blessing. The meaning of Micah 5:3 is that, from the rejection of Christ at His first coming Jehovah will give Israel up till the believing remnant appears; then He stands and feeds in His proper strength as Jehovah ( Micah 5:4 ); He is the defence of His people as in Micah 4:3 Micah 4:11-13 and afterward the remnant go as missionaries to Israel and to all the world. ; Micah 5:7 Micah 5:8 ; Zechariah 8:23 . 

5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

everlasting 

Cf. Isaiah 7:13 Isaiah 7:14 ; Isaiah 9:6 Isaiah 9:7 . The "child" was born in Bethlehem, but the "Son" was "from everlasting." 

5:3  Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

remnant 

(See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") 

5:7  And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. 

remnant 

The ministry of the Jewish remnant Isaiah 1:9 (See Scofield "Romans 11:5") has a twofold aspect, "a dew from the Lord"; "a lion among the beasts." Turning to the Lord in the great tribulation Psalms 2:5 . See Scofield " Revelation 7:14 ", the remnant takes up the beautiful gospel of the kingdom. See Scofield " Revelation 14:6 " and proclaims it under awful persecution "unto all nations, for a witness." Matthew 24:14 . The result is seen in Revelation 7:4-14 This is the "dew" aspect, and is followed by the "day of the Lord" ; Isaiah 2:10-22 ; Revelation 19:11-21 . In the morning of which the kingdom is set up in power. Again there is a world-wide preaching to Jew and Gentile, but now it is the word that the King is on His holy hill of Zion (Psa. 2.), and the unrepentant will be broken with His rod of iron. Psalms 2:6-9 . The preaching is given in Psalms 2:10-12 . This is the "lion" aspect of the remnant's testimony. Revelation 2:26-28 . The full kingdom-age of blessing follows the "rod of iron" aspect. 

06 Chapter 6 

6:4  For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

redeemed 

(See Scofield "Isaiah 59:20") . See Scofield " Exodus 14:30 ". 

07 Chapter 7 

7:5  Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 

trust 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") . 

7:7  Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. 

Therefore 

Micah 7:7-20 is, primarily, the confession and intercession of the prophet, who identifies himself with Israel. Cf. Daniel 9:3-19 . Intercession was a test of the prophetic office ; Jeremiah 27:18 ; Genesis 20:7 But Micah's prayer voices also the heart exercise of the remnant in the last days. Such is prophecy, an intermingling of the near and the far. (Cf) ; Psalms 22:1 ; Matthew 27:46 . 

7:18  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 

remnant 

(See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") 

